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"THE IMPORTANCE OF ASEPTIC
VACCINATION. "
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Surely a journal with the reputation of THE LANCET
.owes some explanation to its readers for reproducing in the
annotation on aseptic vaccination the often-exposed fable
regarding small-pox mortality in the French and German
armies. This statement was withdrawn by Dr. W. B.
Carpenter, who originally promulgated it in this country.
Its falsity was admitted by Lord Herschell’s Commission.
But the marvellous comparison keeps "popping up again," as
the old lady.said of Mr. Gladstone. In 1899 Mr. Rider Haggard
used it in a little lecture to a conscientious objector, and
afterwards withdrew it. The Jenner Society obtained
through the Foreign Office an official statement from the
French authorities on this subject. In this the estimate that
23,400 soldiers had died from small-pox was stated (as a
little reflection would lead one to expect) to be I I greatly in
- excess of the reality " so greatly that the 23,400 was brought
down " not to exceed 6000." An estimate worth little at the
best has thus suffered an official abatement of nearly 75 per
.cent. But the story on the authority of your review is still
,doing service in the newest pro-vaccination literature and
THE LANCET has unaccountably given the lie one more
.start in this country.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
ALEX. PAUL.
The figures escaped our attention. We regret to have
published them as their falsity has been established.- ’
ED. L. 
______________
SPANISH BRANDY.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-We should like to state in your columns, for the
benefit of those of the medical profession who are con-
templating the use of " Pare Grape Spanish Brandy," that
we claim one thing for it only-viz., that of being the
matured distillation of grape juice. We state this in order
that it may not be construed that we have desired to com-
pare our product to genuine Cognac brandy ; but what we
do wish is that it should be compared, and that favourably,
with certain brandies which are bought and consumed by
those who cannot pay the price to guarantee their getting
the genuine article-viz., genuine Cognac brandy-and in
consequence obtain, unknown to themselves, clever imita-
tions, in many cases destitute of any grape spirit.
We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,
WILLIAMS AND HUMBERT.
Mincing-lane, London, June 4th, 1901.
urs 
"ROYAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;The majority of the executive of the Royal
Orthopaedic Hospital are still forcing on the sale of the
site. It is therefore pertinent to ask what are their reasons
for a policy to which so many grave objections have been
raised. The arguments against sale have not been answered
by Mr. H. H. Marks, although publicly challenged by
correspondence and by your article of April 6th, p. 1025. So
far from courting publicity Mr. Marks has sheltered himself
behind a private letter to the Editors of THE LANCET.
Why should there be any mystery about the proposed
<sale of a freehold property already advanced in price
from oE28.000 to .E38,OOO within a few years, and
still steadily advancing in value? Any business man
proposing to exchange his freehold for a leasehold under
such circumstances would be regarded as a candidate for
a lunatic asylum. Why does Mr. Marks decline to give a
full public statement of the pros. and cons. of the case in
taking a step of such vital importance to an old-established
medical. charity? Does he, and do the trustees, think it
"desirable" that the annual deficit of &pound;500 should be
increased to zE2000 a year or more? Does he, and do they,
think it " desirable " that after advertising that the patients
have increased by 30 per cent. (this is a compliment by the
patients to the work of the surgical staff) his intention is
to maintain only an equal number of beds in the proposed new
building ? In fact, as you, Sirs, have said, this matter
becomes more and more a case for publicity and ample
discussion, and this is what Mr. Marks appears to dread.
Where, then, is his case ?
I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 5th. ANOTHER HOSPITAL GOVERNOR.
THE PAYMENT OF MEDICAL MEN BY THE
COLONIAL OFFICE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;The parsimony of the Colonial Office is by this time
i quite proverbial, but it has certainly surpassed itself in
respect to the terms offered to the "few doctora" it is
. 
asking for duty in the "refugee camps" established in the
. 
Orange Free Colony. When I I locums " can command from
four to seven guineas a week and assistants from three to
. 
five, when the War Office is still asking for civil surgeons with
pay and allowances of some 25s. a day, with free rations, a
, free return passage, a horse, a servant, and a gratuity of two
months’ pay, the Colonial Office advertises for medical men
, 
to undertake the harassing and depressing duties of a
refugee camp for the starvation wage of ill a day, and
even this princely salary commences, not on the day of
embarkation, or even on the day of arrival in South Africa,
but only when the duties are actually taken over. There are
no allowances and no rations ; and though with a really excep-
tional liberality a free passage O1tt is offered, a discreet and
probably economic silence is maintained about the return.
As a bait the possibility of permanent employment is held
out, dependent, however, on "satisfactory service." Per-
manent employment-where? and as what? When one
remembers that the purchasing power of 20s. in South
Africa is about half, and in some districts only one third, of
its home value, the absolute inadequacy of the remuneration
offered will, I trust, deter medical men from applying for
these posts. Perhaps the services of some of the I I qualified
dressers " advertised for in the last Ashanti expedition might
again be utilised ? I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June lst, 1901. H. A. D.
"LEGISLATION AGAINST NATIONAL
INTEMPERANCE."
To the Rditors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The discussion of this question seems to have de-
generated into a vain and unprofitable attempt to get at the
meaning of Dr. Archdall Reid’s theories. May I ask you once
again to let me state shortly the position of those of us who
maintain that the medical profession, with its intimate
knowledge of the manifold evils following free indulgence
in alcoholic drinks, should join in the effort now being
made to amend the licensing laws? The report of the
special committee of the Society for the Study of
Inebriety has been published and I gather from your
summary that the committee is of opinion that some men
are born drunkards, some acquire drunken habits (through
want of knowledge, evil social habits, &c.), and some have
drunken habits thrust upon them (by the force of trade
customs and evil environment). I notice, also, that the
committee cannot deny that drunken parents of the
last two groups are liable to have degenerate children
who tend to become criminals, lunatics, and drunkards.
And, again, that the question of environment is of
more importance than that of heredity. Most of
us had already arrived at these conclusions some
time ago, but we are glad to have the support of the Society
for the Study of Inebriety which must, one would think, now
be thrown in on the side of reform. For if, under suitable
conditions as ito environment, all or any of us may become
drunken the " weeding out" " theory can be ignored and the
society can join those of us who are in favour not of
prohibition (which seems to be Dr. Reid’s one idea of
temperance reform) but of a serious effort being made to
educate public opinion and to bring about a revolution in our
methods of dealing with the drink trade. By eliminating
private profit from the sale of drink and by doing away with
all the attractiveness of public-houses, and at the same time
teaching the children in the public schools the truth about
alcohol and providing wholesome places of amusement for
the people we might hope to create a healthy environment
and so to make it harder for a boy or girl to acquire drinking
habits. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
-
London, May 28th, 1901. MD., B.S. Lond.
